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TO: NEED Youth Energy Conference and Awards Participating Group Leaders

RE: Confirmation for the 44th Annual Youth Energy Conference and Awards

We are looking forward to your group’s participation in the 44th Annual NEED Youth Energy Conference and Awards,  
June 22-25, 2024 at the Hyatt Regency Crystal City, in Arlington, Virginia. Over 300 teachers and students will be participating this year!

This packet highlights what information we still need from you and your group to be fully registered for the conference. If you have not 
already spoken with the NEED staff regarding payment arrangements, registration, t-shirt orders, and changes to your rooming list, 
please do so immediately.

We will continue to do our best to honor all special requests made. Plan on touring if you arrive early or relaxing by the pool. Your 
luggage may be stored by the hotel bellman until your rooms are ready. Make sure to put names on luggage.

Your registration fees cover most meals, beginning with Saturday’s dinner until Tuesday’s breakfast (with the exception of lunch and 
dinner on Monday while you are touring), lodging, Spirit of Washington Dinner Cruise and a bus tour of the monuments. You may want 
to bring some cash for extra touring, souvenirs, and snacks. 

The conference will be fun and energizing - plan on participating in all activities. Please review the rest of this packet for arrival 
information and for other items of interest to you.

Contact Numbers
NEED Headquarters (until 6/21)	 1-800-875-5029

Hyatt Regency Crystal City (after 6/22)           						          1-703-418-1234 
(ask for Mary Spruill’s room)



Security and Safety Tips for Youth Energy Conference 
and Awards
For Teachers to Review with Attendees:
Safety Protocols
The following is information to consider prior to departing for the Youth Energy Conference and Awards. 

1.	 Virtually all security checkpoints at airports, federal buildings and others now require a photo identification. It is suggested that 
all students attending the Youth Energy Conference and Awards carry photo identification. State and local government issued 
identification will suffice.

2.	Discuss the importance of not losing your identification card for time spent in the Nation’s Capital, and mark all bags and personal 
items with appropriate identification.

3.	Have a conversation with your students about staying with their group, being aware of their surroundings and listening to instructions 
given by NEED staff, school personnel, and tour company staff.

4.	Be sure your student understands that joking at the airport and building security is inappropriate and can result in significant problems.

It is suggested that you arrive at least two hours before your flight. If you do not check in forty-five minutes before your flight or are 
unavailable during boarding, the airline may give away your seat. We encourage you to give yourself ample time at the airport.



Other Items you “NEED” to Know
Airport Arrival
The Hyatt Regency provides a shuttle from Reagan National Airport to the hotel. NEED staff will make every attempt to 
meet you at baggage claim. They will be wearing Dark Blue 2024-2025 NEED t-shirts and carrying NEED signs. If the staff is 
unavailable, proceed to Ground Transportation. There will be a Hyatt Shuttle running every 20 minutes. Located in Terminal 1 
or Terminal 2 lower level, through door 4 and 7. If you need assistance, please contact the Hyatt Regency at 703-418-1234 (ask for the 
NEED registration desk). You can now track the hotel shuttle by following the link (www.trackmyshuttle.com) using code 2799. This link 
will give you estimated times to and from the airport. 

Bellmen
The bellmen have been tipped for handling your luggage, you do not need to tip them unless you’d like to. Before hotel check-in luggage 
may be stored with the bellmen in the Independence Room A - Independence Level. 

Conference Registration
If your rooms are not ready upon arrival the bellmen will safely hold your bags for you in a designated space – Independence Room 
A - Independence Level.  From the Lobby Level, proceed down the escalators to the NEED Information Booth where the GROUP LEAD 
TEACHER will pick up name tags, and conference materials. Only the lead teacher should visit the check in desk to check in your entire 
group. Your participants will receive their name tags from the lead teacher.

Hotel Registration
Your group will check into their hotel rooms at Hotel Registration in the Independence Room. Groups will receive key packets for their 
rooms. If your group may require incidentals (room service, anything signed to the room) please proceed to the front desk to put a credit 
card down on the room for incidentals.

Parking
Parking is available in the garage from the valet. Please pull up in front of the hotel and allow the valet to park your vehicle. NEED will 
pay for parking at the hotel for all registered attendees during the conference dates. It is appropriate to tip the valet.

The Agenda
For last-minute changes, stay updated by visiting the NEED website at www.youthenergyconference.org.

T-Shirts
NEED will provide each attendee with a 2024-2025 NEED t-shirt. The Group Lead Teacher will pick up all shirts at the NEED Information 
Booth during conference registration.

What to Wear
Casual clothes are appropriate for most of the conference. The D.C. area can be very hot and humid in June. We recommend packing 
sunscreen and a hat for touring. The Hyatt Regency has a pool, so bring your swimsuit. The hotel can be a bit chilly, so a light sweater 
or jacket may come in handy. The Spirit of Washington dinner cruise on Sunday is tropical-themed. The Youth Awards Ceremony on 
Tuesday is dressier, nice attire. It is important all groups are dressed appropriately for the ceremony. Please refrain from jeans, shorts, 
flip flops, or other casual wear for the ceremony.

Snacks and Stuff
Bring extra cash for snacks, lunch, and drinks from the drink machines.

http://www.trackmyshuttle.com
www.youthenergyconference.org


Vietnam Veterans Memorial
 www.nps.gov/vive
The somber memorial of black granite is inscribed with the names 
of over 58,191 soldiers who died or remain missing from the Vietnam 
War. This memorial is located in front of the Lincoln Memorial and is 
open to the public 24 hours a day, seven days a week.

World War I Memorial
www.nps.gov/wwim
Located along Pennsylvania Avenue NW between 14th Street NW 
and 15th Street NW, across from the White House Visitor Center. There 
are a number of water features, both still and animated. Engraved 
quotes, maps, and a brief history of the war line marbled walls. 

World War II Memorial
www.nps.gov/wwii
The memorial is dedicated to the 16 million people who 
served during World War II. Located on the Mall between the 
Lincoln Memorial and Washington Monument, the memorial 
is out in the open and easily accessible to all. With beautiful 
ponds and fountains, the WWII Memorial is a popular place 
to visit this summer.

U.S. Capitol
www.visitthecapitol.gov
Located at the far end of the Mall, the Capitol serves as the 
business center for the legislative branch of the United States 
Government. The Capitol Visitor Center is open Monday-Saturday 
from 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Tours begin every 10 minutes until 3:20 
p.m. Reservations are recommended and can be made on their 
website. All tours are free and last about an hour.

Arlington Cemetery 
www.arlingtoncemetery.mil
A 624-acre military cemetery that is the final resting place for 
Howard Taft, John F. Kennedy, Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis, and 
more. Experience the Changing of the Guard that occurs every 
hour on the hour. Dozens of memorials are on the property, such 
as the Space Challenger Memorial and Coast Guard Memorial. 
Open daily from 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Washington Monument
www.nps.gov/wamo
Get a bird’s eye view of the nation’s capital from the Washington 
Monument. Timed tickets are required to ride the elevator to the 
500 foot observation deck and may be obtained online. Timed 
tickets in person are on a first-come, first-serve basis. Open daily 
9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Things To Do
2024 Youth Energy Conference & Awards
Memorials and Monuments
Note: Rangers are on duty to assist the visiting public from 9:30 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. daily.

Open Late

may have 
admission fees

Jefferson Memorial
www.nps.gov/thje
A 19-foot bronze statue inside the neoclassical marble monument 
memorialized Thomas Jefferson. The memorial is located across 
the Tidal Basin near the Bureau of Engraving and Printing. The 
memorial is open 24 hours a day, seven days a week.

Lincoln Memorial
www.nps.gov/linc
Located on the opposite end of the Mall from the Capitol, the 
Lincoln Memorial is one of the first sights to greet visitors into the city. 
Inside, a 19-foot marble statue of Lincoln is flanked by inscriptions 
of Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address and his second Inaugural Address. 
The memorial is open 24 hours a day, seven days a week.

Franklin Delano Roosevelt Memorial
www.nps.gov/frde
The seven-acre site near the Jefferson Memorial depicts the 12 
years of Roosevelt’s presidency. Four outdoor “gallery” rooms 
feature ten bronze sculptures depicting President Roosevelt, 
Eleanor Roosevelt, and events from the Great Depression and 
World War II. The grounds are open 24 hours a day, seven days a 
week. It is fully wheelchair accessible.

Korean War Memorial
www.nps.gov/kowa
This memorial consists of sculptures of 19 ground troops moving 
toward victory in Korea, joined by the 2,400 faces of support 
personnel etched in a granite mural. The memorial is located near 
the Lincoln Memorial. The grounds are open 24 hours a day, seven 
days a week.

Martin Luther King Jr. National Memorial 
www.nps.gov/mlkm
Located at 1964 Independence Avenue, S.W. to commemorate 
the year the Civil Rights Act Of 1964 became law. This memorial 
is the first African American honored with a memorial on the 
National Mall and the fourth non-president to be remembered 
in such a way. Each part of the memorial is significant with the 
many entrances and approaches to it symbolizing the openness 
of democracy. The memorial is open 24 hours.

U.S. Navy Memorial
www.navymemorial.org
Located off Pennsylvania Avenue, the 100-foot world map forms 
the plaza featuring fountains, statues, and historical exhibits of 
the country’s time at sea. The Visitor Center features engaging 
and interactive exhibits and multimedia experiences and is open 
daily 9:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

https://www.nps.gov/vive/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/wwim/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/wwii/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/wwii/index.htm
https://www.visitthecapitol.gov/
https://www.arlingtoncemetery.mil/#!/
http://www.nps.gov/wamo

http://www.nps.gov/thje
https://www.nps.gov/thje/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/linc/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/frde/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/kowa/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/mlkm/index.htm
https://www.navymemorial.org/


National Air and Space Museum
www.airandspace.si.edu/
One of the most popular museums in the world, visit the newly 
transformed museum on the National Mall. Eight new galleries 
are now open, inviting visitors to explore air and space in new 
ways. Open 10:00 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. daily. Free timed-entry 
passes are required.

National Museum of  African American History and Culture
www.nmaahc.si.edu/
The only national museum in the U.S. that’s devoted exclusively 
to the documentation of African American life, art, culture, and 
history. More than 33,000 artifacts showcased. Be sure to stop 
at Sweet Home Café, offering a diverse African-American 
regional fare served in the museum’s massive food court. 
Admission is free but timed entry tickets must be requested 
in advance. Open 10:00 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. Tuesday - Sunday.  
Noon - 5:30 p.m. on Monday.

National Museum of American History
www.americanhistory.si.edu/
The museum’s world class collection of over 1.7 million objects 
helps tell the complex history of our nation. Open daily 10:00 a.m. 
- 5:30 p.m. Admission is free and no tickets are required. Museum 
entrances are located on Constitution Avenue on the first floor and 
Madison Drive (National Mall) on the second floor.

National Museum of the American Indian

www.americanindian.si.edu/
Visit one of the world’s most expansive collections of Native 
American culture. The building’s architecture itself is unique and 
full of exhibitions and colorful activities, both inside and outside its 
walls. Admission is free and tickets are not required. Open daily 
from 10:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 

National Museum of Natural History
www.naturalhistory.si.edu/
The world’s most popular natural history museum! Exhibit 
highlights include the Hall of Human Origins, National Fossil Hall, 
Ocean Hall, the Hope Diamond, Egyptian mummies, and O. Orkin 
Insect Zoo. Open daily 10:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Admission is free 
and tickets are not required.

The National Zoo
www.nationalzoo.si.edu
Home to more than 2,200 animals! Free entry passes are required 
for all guests, including children and infants. The Zoo is open daily. 
Grounds open 8:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.; last admittance is at 5:00 p.m.

National Portrait Gallery
www.npg.si.edu
Founded by Congress in 1962, the Gallery displays portraits of 
those who have made significant contributions to the history, 
development, and culture of the people of the United States. The 
“America’s Presidents” exhibition is the only complete collection 
of presidential portraits outside the White House. Open 7 days a 
week from 11:30 a.m. - 7:00 p.m. Admission is free.

Smithsonian American Art Museum
www.americanart.si.edu/
The museum is home to one of the largest and most inclusive 
collections of American art in the world, housed in one of the oldest 
public buildings constructed in early Washington. Open daily 11:30 
a.m. - 7:00 p.m. Admission is free. Tickets are not required to visit 
the Smithsonian American Art Museum or its Renwick Gallery. The 
Renwick Gallery is located near the White House and presents 
craft and decorative art from the Museum’s collection and is open 
10:00 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.

Smithsonian Museums and Zoo
The Smithsonian museums (www.si.edu) are the best of the nation’s museums! Admission is 
free of charge at all Smithsonian museums.

http://www.airandspace.si.edu/

https://nmaahc.si.edu/
http://www.americanhistory.si.edu/

https://americanindian.si.edu/
https://naturalhistory.si.edu/
https://nationalzoo.si.edu/
https://npg.si.edu

http://www.americanart.si.edu/

http://www.si.edu


International Spy Museum
www.spymuseum.org
140,000 square feet of state-of-the-art exhibits engage visitors 
in discovering and participating in the secret world of espionage 
with DC’s most interactive museum! Advance tickets are highly 
recommended and may be purchased on their website. General 
admission is $29.63 (ages 13-64) and $19.03 (ages 7-12). Bond in 
Motion is a new special exhibition featuring 17 vehicles from James 
Bond films and is an additional fee.

The Museum of the Bible
www.museumofthebible.org/
This 430,000-square-foot building is located just three blocks from 
the U.S. Capitol. The museum showcases rare biblical artifacts 
spanning 3,500 years of history and includes a variety of exhibits, 
with level 1 featuring the Vatican Museum and Vatican Library. 
Floor 6 houses a fast-casual restaurant and stunning views of D.C.’s 
skyline. Admission fee is $29.99 (ages 18-64), and $19.99 (ages 5-17). 
The museum is open daily 10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

National Archives Museum
museum.archives.gov
Home to the Declaration of Independence, Constitution, and 
Bill of Rights. These founding documents along with the Public 
Vaults, David M. Rubenstein Gallery, and more are open for 
visitors from 10:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. daily. Admission is free. 
Reservations are not required.

United States Holocaust Memorial Museum 
www.ushmm.org
A living memorial to the Holocaust. The Museum is located on the 
National Mall, just south of Independence Avenue. Timed-entry 
tickets are required to enter the Museum’s Permanent Exhibition 
only. Tickets are not required for Daniel’s Story and other special 
exhibitions. Tickets are limited to groups of six people or less and 
are subject to a $1 transaction fee. The Museum and its exhibitions 
are open daily from 10:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

Planet Word
www.planetwordmuseum.org
Planet Word is an immersive language experience located at 
the historic Franklin School in Washington, D.C. Ideal for all ages, 
Planet Word is the world’s first voice-activated museum with 
interactive galleries and exhibits bringing words and language to 
life in all sorts of fun ways. General admission is free. It is strongly 
recommended to book passes online ahead of time. Open 
Monday, Wednesday, and Thursday, 10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. and 
Saturday - Sunday, 10:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.

National Building Museum
www.nbm.org
The National Building Museum inspires curiosity about the world 
we design and build. Check out the exhibit “Brick City” featuring 
iconic architecture from cities around the world through carefully 
recreated constructions made from LEGO® bricks. Advance-
purchase tickets are suggested, but not required.  Admission fee 
is $10 for adult, $7 for ages 3-17. Open Thursday - Monday, 10:00 
a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Ford’s Theatre, Museum, and Petersen House

www.fords.org
A historic, still operational theatre is the site of President Lincoln’s 
assassination. Go inside the historic theatre and learn about the 
night of the assassination. The Museum has visitors explore exhibits 
on Lincoln’s presidency and Civil War milestones. Across the street 
is the Petersen House where President Lincoln died. Open daily. 
Every visitor needs a ticket. Advance reservations are strongly 
recommended and can be made online. Hard Rock Cafe is right 
next door!

Security Measures and  
Cautions Regarding Touring:
The security in all buildings in D.C. is always high. 
Please be ready to go through metal detectors and 
have bags, purses, and anything else you might be 
carrying, searched. The best thing to do is to limit the 
number of things you carry with you while touring, it 
will save you time. Be aware of your surroundings and 
location at all times. Keep your belongings secure and 
with you at all times.

More Museums of Interest

https://www.spymuseum.org/
https://www.museumofthebible.org/
www.museumofthebible.org/

http://museum.archives.gov
http://www.ushmm.org
http://www.planetwordmuseum.org
http://www.nbm.org
https://www.fords.org/


Places of Interest
The Wharf
www.wharfdc.com
Dazzling water views, great restaurants, entertainment, and 
waterside style all together. Take a stroll along the piers or rent 
a kayak to paddle past some of D.C.’s most famous attractions.

Union Station
www.unionstationdc.com
The main hub for train travel in Washington, D.C., the historic 
Union Station houses a number of shops and restaurants along 
with a large basement food court! Union Station is only a short 
walk north of the Capitol on Columbus Circle.

Kennedy Center
www.kennedy-center.org
The Kennedy Center is the nation’s busiest performing arts center, 
hosting upwards of 2,000 events each year. Plan your visit to this 
D.C. must-see memorial and be sure to take one of their free tours 
- choose from the main Kennedy Center building, the REACH, or 
the Campus Highlights tour. Public access is Monday - Sunday, 
10:00 a.m. - midnight.

Arts and Ideas - President John F. Kennedy
This immersive exhibit uses the latest in digital technology 
to explore how the arts infused and informed the Kennedy 
presidency. As part of the experience, three scavenger hunts are 
available at each entrance for elementary, middle school, and 
young adults. Free admission 10:00 a.m. - midnight.

U.S. Botanic Garden
www.usbg.gov
The U.S. Botanic Garden is a living plant museum. Admission 
is free. The Conservatory is open 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. daily. 
Timed tickets are not required. Bartholdi Fountain and Gardens 
are open from dawn to dusk daily. 

Georgetown
washington.org/dc-neighborhoods/georgetown
There’s more than shopping and great dining in DC’s oldest 
neighborhood. Kayak on the Potomac or stroll along the historic 
Chesapeake and Ohio Canal. Enjoy scenic views from the 
waterfront all the way to Book Hill!

Artechouse
artechouse.com/location/dc/
A 5-10 minute walk from the Smithsonian and L’Enfant Plaza 
Metro stops, this innovative digital art space is dedicated 
to showcasing the work of groundbreaking artists who use 
technology to create. All visitors ages 4 and up need a ticket to 
enter the space. Ticket prices vary. It is strongly recommended 
to purchase tickets online in advance. Open Thursday - Tuesday 
10:00 a.m. - 10:00 p.m.

Tudor Place
www.tudorplace.org
Tudor Place was home to six generations of Martha Washington’s 
descendants. With over 18,000 decorative objects, including the 
largest Washington Collection outside of Mount Vernon, Tudor 
Place sits on 5 1/2 acres in the heart of Georgetown. Open for 
guided 50-min. historic house tours or self-guided garden visits. 
Free admission, but advanced registration is encouraged. Open 
10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. Tuesday - Saturday and Noon - 4:00 p.m. 
Sunday.  Entry to garden after 3:30 p.m. is not permitted.

Events
Ghost Tours
www.washington.org/visit-dc/ghost-tours-washington-dc
Want to be spooked? Try out one of these ghost tours through D.C. 
to learn about paranormal activity that haunts our nation’s capital. 
See the steps from The Exorcist, the eerie Oak Hill Cemetery, the 
Old Stone House and much more.

GIANT NATIONAL CAPITAL BBQ BATTLE
www.bbqindc.com 
The 32nd Annual Giant National Capital Barbecue Battle Returns 
to Pennsylvania Ave on June 22-23 with food samples, live music, 
& more! Located on Pennsylvania Ave between 3rd and 7th St. 
NW. Tickets can be purchased online.

Tutankhamun: His Tomb and His Treasures
www.tutankhamunexpo.com/washington-dc/
Only available May - July 2024,  this exhibition offers guests an 
unprecedented glance into Ancient Egypt. With hundreds of 
perfectly reconstructed objects that allow visitors to step right 
into the wonder of the most famous archaeological discovery 
site of the 20th century. Hours are Saturday 9:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m., 
Sunday 9:00 a.m. - 6:30 p.m., and Monday 10:00 a.m. - 6:30 p.m., 
Wednesday - Thursday 10:00 a.m. - 6:30 p.m., and Friday 10:00 
a.m. - 7:30 p.m. Prices start at $33.90 for adults and $25.90 for 
children. Tickets may be purchased online.

https://www.wharfdc.com/
https://www.unionstationdc.com/
https://www.kennedy-center.org/
https://www.usbg.gov/
https://washington.org/dc-neighborhoods/georgetown
https://www.artechouse.com/location/dc/
https://tudorplace.org/
https://washington.org/visit-dc/ghost-tours-washington-dc
http://bbqindc.com
http://tutankhamunexpo.com/washington-dc/


Things To Eat
2024 Youth Energy Conference & Awards
Founding Farmers
www.wearefoundingfarmers.com/locations/dc/
DC’s greenest restaurant that is a favorite for tourists and locals 
alike who enjoy modern comfort food. The menu is sourced from 
family farms in Maryland and Virginia creating seasonal, fresh, 
Farm-To-Table dishes. Located three blocks west of the White 
House.

Pinstripes
www.pinstripes.com/georgetown-washington/
Made-from-scratch Italian-American cuisine that offers guests 
bowling or bocce before or after eating. Enjoy your meal indoors or 
on the year-round outdoor patio. Located in historic Georgetown.

We, The Pizza
www.wethepizza.com
Located in Crystal City and on Capitol Hill, offering pizza by the 
slice. Many originals as well as creative pies to choose from.

Ted’s Bulletin
www.tedsbulletin.com
Breakfast served all day with pancakes as big as your head and 
a bakery offering homemade warm, flaky pop tarts. Lunch and 
dinner available, too. Metro stop: Eastern Market.

Baked by Yael
www.bakedbyyael.com
Nut-free & kosher cake pops and cookies to satisfy your sweet 
tooth! Also offers freshly made bagels and is located directly 
across from The National Zoo. 

Union Market
www.unionmarketdc.com
Warehouse-like food market with a host of artisans offering 
charcuterie, empanadas, gelato & more.

Good Stuff Eatery
www.goodstuffeatery.com
Handcrafted burgers, handcut fries, handspun shakes and farm 
fresh salads made with the highest quality ingredients.

Hard Rock Cafe
www.hardrockcafe.com/location/washington-dc
Located next to Ford’s Theatre in the heart of the capital city, 
offering American cuisine with a laid-back, music-infused 
atmosphere.

Georgetown Cupcake
www.georgetowncupcake.com
DC’s destination for gourmet cupcakes. Baked fresh daily with 
specially-sourced ingredients. Open for walk-in and pre-order 
pickup.

Skydome Restaurant
www.hilton.com/en/hotels/dcaaedt-doubletree-washing-
ton-dc-crystal-city/dining/
Spectacular 360 views from a rotating rooftop restaurant 
atop the 15-story Hilton DoubleTree Hotel at 300 Army Navy 
Drive. It is the only rotating restaurant in the D.C. area. Open 
Tuesday to Saturday from 5:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m. Reservations 
are recommended.

Near The Hotel:
Bozzelli’s Deli & Pizza 0.1 mile
www.bozzellideli.com/

Mezeh 0.3 mile
www.mezeh.com

Chick-fil-A 0.5 mile

Chipotle 0.5 mile

Buffalo Wild Wings 0.5 mile

https://www.wearefoundingfarmers.com/location/dc/
https://pinstripes.com/georgetown/
https://wethepizza.com/
http://www.tedsbulletin.com
http://www.bakedbyyael.com
http://unionmarketdc.com
http://goodstuffeatery.com
http://www.hardrockcafe.com/location/washington-dc
http://www.georgetowncupcake.com
http://www.hilton.com/en/hotels/dcaaedt-doubletree-washington-dc-crystal-city/dining/
http://www.hilton.com/en/hotels/dcaaedt-doubletree-washington-dc-crystal-city/dining/
http://www.bozzellideli.com/
http://www.mezeh.com
https://www.jaleo.com/


Agenda  June 22 - 25, 2024  |  Hyatt Regency Crystal City
The NEED Project’s 44th Annual Youth Energy Conference & Awards

Questions? Call us! 800-875-5029 or Email: info@need.org

SATURDAY, June 22, 2024
11:00 a.m. – 9:30 p.m. Information Booth Open (Ballroom Level)
11:00 a.m. – 5:30 p.m. Hotel Room Check-In and Luggage Storage  

(Independence Room A - Independence Level)
1:00 p.m. – 5:30 p.m. Conference Registration (Ballroom Level)
4:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m. Energy Career Chat (Independence Room) 

Students will engage with a panel of industry professionals about what it’s like to work in 
the energy industry and what they studied in school.

5:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. Welcome Banquet & Program (Regency Ballroom ABCD - Ballroom Level)

Welcome to the 2024 Youth Energy Conference and Awards! Meet Youth and NEED 
staff and get acquainted with your fellow award winners through NEED activities and 
icebreakers. Attendees exchange trinkets and memorabilia from their home states with 
other attendees.

6:15 p.m. – 6:45 p.m. Teacher Meeting (Conference Theater - Ballroom Level)

Teachers meet to discuss the weekend, share tips, and ask questions about the 
conference. Explore some new NEED activities, too!

After Welcoming Program Ice Cream Social (Regency Ballroom ABCD - Ballroom Level)

Stick around to make your own sundae and play some games. 
10:00 p.m. Lights Out



Agenda  June 22 - 25, 2024  |  Hyatt Regency Crystal City
The NEED Project’s 44th Annual Youth Energy Conference & Awards

Questions? Call us! 800-875-5029 or Email: info@need.org

SUNDAY, June 23, 2024
7:00 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. Information Booth Open (Ballroom Level)
7:00 a.m. – 8:30 a.m. Breakfast (Regency Ballroom ABCD - Ballroom Level)
8:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. Energy In STEM Challenge Work Session

Learn about your 2024 Energy Challenge and begin working on your solutions! 

	 Elementary  (Washington A/B - Ballroom Level)

	 Intermediate (Lincoln/Roosevelt - 3rd floor)

	 Secondary (Arlington - 3rd floor)
9:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. Teacher Meeting and Workshop (Tidewater II - 2nd floor)
11:30 a.m. – 12:15 p.m. Lunch  (Regency Ballroom ABCD - Ballroom Level) 

Thanks to the Cape Light Compact for supporting today’s lunch.
12:30 p.m. – 1:30 p.m. Challenge Work Continues

Continue working on your Energy Challenge solutions.  Begin preparing your group 
presentation.  

	 Elementary  (Washington A/B - Ballroom Level)

	 Intermediate (Lincoln/Roosevelt - 3rd floor)

	 Secondary (Arlington - 3rd floor)

1:30 p.m. – 2:30 p.m. Challenge Presentations

Present your Energy Challenge solutions to a panel of judges.  There will be prizes! 

	 Elementary  (Washington A/B - Ballroom Level)

	 Intermediate (Lincoln/Roosevelt - 3rd floor)

	 Secondary (Arlington - 3rd floor)

2:30 p.m Break Time 

Enjoy some time to rest, relax, visit local sites. Get ready for the cruise!

4:00 p.m. – 4:45 p.m. Board Buses to Spirit of Washington (Lobby Level)

5:00 p.m. – 5:50 p.m. Board Spirit of Washington

6:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. Spirit of Washington Dinner Cruise

Buses will take you to the pier for a tropical-themed cruise down the Potomac River 
and give you a chance to get to know more NEED friends. After the boat returns to the 
dock, NEED staff will ask groups to stay together in lines to facilitate easy bus loading, 
to return to the hotel.

9:00 p.m. Return to Hotel

10:30 p.m. Lights Out
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MONDAY, June 24, 2024
7:00 a.m. – 8:30 a.m. Information Booth Open (Ballroom Level)
7:00 a.m. – 8:00 a.m. Breakfast (Regency Ballroom ABCD - Ballroom Level)
8:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. Tour DC on Old Town Trolley (Lobby Level)

Board the Old Town Trolley with your Group for a fun tour of the Monuments. Old Town 
Trolley will drop groups in DC at the end of the scheduled tour.

11:00 a.m. Tour DC on your own

Open touring of Washington’s memorials, Capitol Hill, Smithsonian museums, and 
other points of interest.  Enjoy lunch and dinner at one of DC’s many great restaurants 
or explore the local food truck scene near the National Mall.

7:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. Snacks and Games with the Youth Staff (Optional Opportunity)

(Regency Ballroom ABCD - Ballroom Level)

Back from touring and dinner? Join the Youth Staff for snacks and games.
10:00 p.m. Lights Out

 
TUESDAY, June 25, 2024
7:00 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. Information Booth Open (Ballroom Level)

7:00 a.m. –  NOON Check-out (Front Desk - Lobby Level)

7:00 a.m. –  9:00 p.m. Luggage Storage (Potomac Ballroom - Ballroom Level)

8:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. 44th Annual NEED Youth Awards Ceremony and Breakfast (Regency Ballroom ABCD 
- Ballroom Level)

8:00 a.m. Breakfast Begins

8:30 a.m. Awards Ceremony Begins

Awards announcements for the 2024 Youth Awards for Energy Achievement and 
presentation of awards. 

A special thanks to CITGO for their support of the 44th Annual Youth Awards Ceremony.
11:00 a.m. Conference Concludes - Safe Travels Home!

Questions? Call us! 800-875-5029 or Email: info@need.org

A special thanks to our sponsors for their support of the 44th  
Youth Energy Conference and Awards.


